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The Information Center for Rare Diseases and Orpha  n Drugs (ICRDOD) started as a project of the Bulgar  ian Association for Promotion of Education and Scie nce
(BAPES) — a non-government non-profit organisation (  www.raredis.org). The center is working simultaneou sly in 6 main directions- information, education, aw areness,
support, networking and lobbying. As a result of th e work of ICRDOD, the National Plan for Rare Diseas es 2009-2013 is a fact from the beginning of thisy  ear.

At the beginning of May 2009, BAPES started the Reh  abilitation center for people with rare diseases “ RareDis", thus adding a new direction for ICRDOD’s activities
and increasing the number of services for people wi th rare diseases, not only in Bulgaria, but also in the Balkan region.

The Information Center for Rare Diseases and Orphan  Drugs is a successful model for integrative approa ch to rare diseases and can be easily adapted and a  pplied in

other countries.
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Member State’s health policy initiatives for rare di ~ seases must be encouraged by the European commission,
should germinate by initiative groups within each country and develop in the suggested directions.




